PREFACE
THE problem of authority in religion is one of the perennial
problems of human_ thought and experienced This book is
an attempt to show how it presented itself to Christians in a par-
ticular historical setting, and to discuss the value of the solutions
which some of them accepted. Recent theological movements,
appearing first in Germany and now spreading over this country,
have brought the problem to the forefront once again. It may
not be profitless to observe the warring factions on an ancient
battlefield from the safe distance of history before choosing our
sides and taking up arms in the same struggle now renewed.
We may even dare to hope, though it be in the teeth of human
experience, to avoid by this means some of the mistakes which
our fathers made.
But I do not claim to be above or outside the conflict. Therefore
I have tried very hard to keep my historical inquiries into the
views of Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin entirely separate from my
personal judgement on those views. In this way, perhaps, those
to whom my judgements are repugnant will be able to derive
some information from my historical inquiries, or at least regard
them without undue suspicion.
This book has been written in school holidays during the war.
My readers will notice, and judge without harshness, the resultant
discontinuities and inconsistencies.
Because of the war, I have not been able to check a few
references, originally made in more peaceful times, to books
which, as far as I know, reside only in the libraries of German
Universities.
I am responsible for the translations from Latin and German,
except where the contrary is indicated.
Since I completed the writing of this book, I have read Martin
Luther: Hitler's Spiritual Ancestor, by P. F. Wiener (Hutchinson,
2^. 6rf.). As it covers some of the ground which I cover here,
I feel entitled to say that I regard it as for the most part one-sided
and unfair. In particular, no one writing an account of Luther's
character and career is entitled to ignore, as Mr. Wiener does,
his experience of justification by faith and all its, implications.
He correctly states several of Luther's attitudes, e.g. to the
Peasants5 Revolt, and to the relationship of the Christian to the